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FROM THE OFFICE OF VRFISH – VICTORIA’S RECREATIONAL FISHING PEAK BODY 
 
MBDC ERADICATION OF TROUT AND REDFIN 
 
VRFish, the peak recreational fishing body representing all recreational fishers in 
Victoria, has written to Wendy Craik, Chief Executive, Murray Darling Basin 
Commission (MDBC), highlighting its objection to trout and redfin being included in the 
‘Native Fish Recovery Following the Removal of Alien Fish Species’ tender. 
 
VRFish has a strong policy supporting the retention of both Brown and Rainbow trout as  
desirable angling species and believes that it is long overdue that these repeated attacks 
on the status of trout by ill informed bureaucrats was stopped, and the status of salmonid 
species in our waterways as desirable sporting fish be recognised accordingly. 
 
These fish are the backbone of a multi million dollar fishery in rural Victoria and the idea 
of their removal will undoubtedly cause an angry reaction from all recreational anglers 
and rural businesses already suffering from the aftermath of fires, floods and drought. 
 
At a workshop in Canberra the, MDBC gave an assurance to  VRFish members that there 
would be no action taken to remove trout from waterways in the Murray Darling Basin, 
and yet here we are only a few years on and the issue is being raised again. 
 
VRFish would like to make it very clear that the majority of freshwater recreational 
fishers place enormous value on Victoria’s recreational trout fishery, which is evidenced 
by the successful campaign by VRFish to have closed seasons and size and bag limits for 
trout reintroduced in this State. 
 
VRFish would like to remind the MDBC that trout and redfin are both highly valued 
recreational fishing species in Victoria and VRFish totally disagrees with the MDBC 
direction to include these species in their tender.  
 
VRFish will strongly oppose any management decision that may in any way impact on 
the current management of trout and redfin in Victorian waters. 
 
Chairman, Geoff Cramer concluded “the best thing the MDBC can do for our native fish 
is to ensure we have regular flows in the Murray River and its many tributaries”. 
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